PRESIDENT'S REPORT
I am going to focus my report this year upon gratitude. The horrific fires in the California coastal region bring back the frightening memories of the Castle Rock fire here in our valley. It seems to me we have so very much for which to be grateful. 

As we gaze around us here in the beautiful Wood River Valley, watching the aspen leaves morph into the flowers of fall, watching the early snow dust the distant mountains, seeing the same effect on our glorious Bald Mountain, seeing the remains of the burned trees on hillsides and ridges turn from black to white, we realize the change of seasons is most special this year. We’re reminded of that old maxim: “We dodged a bullet.”  Well, in my mind, we didn’t merely dodge a bullet; we dodged a bunker-busting bomb.
Our heartfelt appreciation goes out to those who intercepted, diverted and destroyed that bomb: Incident Commander, Jeanne Pincha-Tulley, California Team 3, other Wildfire firefighters from around the world and the Sun Valley Company personnel who manned the ridge lines on Baldy. Those heroic people were supported by the Local, County and State Law Officers and the Idaho Air National Guard. They too deserve our appreciation. All in all, not only our playground, Baldy, was saved. Many homes and the city of Ketchum also dodged the peril. 

Our appreciation for the sense of community displayed during the fires must also be mentioned. It was very gratifying to see the cohesion of everyone supporting one another and to my knowledge no unsavory incidents, such as looting, occurred in our valley. Well done, friends and neighbors. Well done, indeed!
The fires were extinguished and our Sun Valley playgrounds were saved. Meanwhile, significant improvements to our impressive facilities were and are underway at the direction of Earl and Carol Holding under the management of Wally Huffman. Two high speed quad chair lifts and additional snowmaking have been installed on Dollar Mountain, already one of the best ‘kids’ learning hills anywhere. A Music Pavilion to host the Annual Sun Valley Summer Symphony and other events is under construction on the Sun Valley Resort lawn. A new Gun Club site was created and opened this summer. A new Golf Clubhouse and Nordic Center is under construction and the Gun Club Nine golf course expansion is scheduled to open next summer. These continuing improvements make our valley ever more attractive and delightful to live in. Once again we extend our gratitude to the Holdings and the man we call Wally. 
Bob Nicholson

SVSC President
